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Dining Hall/Kitchen now: more space; same spirit

Community Dance
Pinewoods will be holding its traditional Community Dance
for Pond Neighbors this year on Saturday June 9th, following
an invitation-only celebration and fund-raising dinner at
the new Dining Hall/Kitchen that same evening. Meet up
with friends and neighbors – old and new – and continue
our ninety-some years old tradition of friendly ties with our
neighbors around the Six Ponds. The sounds of laughter,
fiddle music and bagpipes coming from Pinewoods during
the summer months are often intriguing to our neighbors. By
providing opportunities to include these folks in our Sunday
night dances and in this special concert and dance in June,
we hope to satisfy their
curiosity and enable them to
share some of the joy!
June’s Community Dance
festivities will be held at C#
pavilion, starting at 8:00 P.M.
and continuing until 11:00
P.M. No dancing experience
is required. We welcome
and encourage our Pond
neighbors to attend! ◆

Work Weekenders Welcome
Help us move into our new Dining Hall

and kitchen quarters this spring! Enjoy seeing ladyslippers
in bloom while getting a behind-the-scene peek at camp in
the off-season. Work weekends are filled with camaraderie,
community, lively conversation and good
spirit. In exchange for clearing paths,
painting, opening the Camphouse and
getting our beachfront ready for summer
activity, you will have comfortable
accommodations, plenty of great food, and
the serenity of days well-spent working
with good people. Bring your musical
instruments and your dance-shoes, and be
among the first people this season to enjoy
the magic of music and dance under the
stars. Spring work weekends are May 25-28
(Memorial Day Weekend) and June 1-3.
Autumn work weekends are September
7-10 and 14-16 (only if previous weekend
is rained out). Sign-up now via e-mail to
Judy at manager@pinewoods.org, or
phone (508) 224-4858. ◆

I am very happy and quite relieved to
report that construction and renovation of
the Dining Hall will be complete in time
for the opening of camp this summer!
Much progress has occurred in design and
construction of the Dining Hall since my
last report in the Autumn 2010 issue of
the Pinewoods Post. For those who didn’t
read that article, here’s some background
information: in 2008 the Camp Facilities
Committee (CFC) of Pinewoods Board of
Directors, Executive Director Judy Savage,
and Head of Grounds Tony Baker began
working on plans for a comprehensive
renovation of the building. The kitchen
area had been improved, over the years,
by various renovations and additions,
allowing it to serve the needs of the camp
for 74 years. The original dining room
area remained largely unchanged since
the building’s construction in 1937. We
completed planning and preliminary
design work to determine the functional
requirements and architectural character
of the project, and sought approval of
the Plymouth Conservation Commission.
During preparation of construction
drawings by Sterling Associates Architects
in 2010, the CFC began working with
Les Plimpton, of Scorpio Craftsmen, to
develop a construction budget. Les has a
long association with camp through the
construction of the Executive Director’s
residence: “John Raymond”, the Hunsdon
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Work Weekenders Welcome

Dining Hall, March 2012. Photo by David Conant

area bath-house, Ampleforth pavilion,
and the new changing rooms. The Board
of Directors approved Les’ construction
budget and contract at its meeting in
August 2011.
Construction of this largest, most
complicated project in the history of
Pinewoods Camp has required daily
involvement and countless decisions by
Judy and Tony, with the support of the
Camp Facilities Committee. Now that the
structure of the building and all electrical,
mechanical and plumbing systems are in
place, the builder is focusing on interior
finish work, installing the kitchen, and
completing the site work so that Judy, Tony
and the kitchen crew can move into the
finished building by Memorial Day.
The additions to the Dining Hall
provide much-needed functional space

and many new features to improve the
comfort of campers, especially during
sessions that include young children.
Now, campers may gather in a landscaped
space in front of the entry vestibule,
enclosed by a low retaining wall providing
seating that includes steps down from
the field in front of the building. The
familiar log benches will be sited around
the group of trees just to the north of the
new gathering space. The new vestibule
provides shelter during inclement weather,
as well as benches for sitting, pegs for
backpacks, floor space for instrument
cases and direct access to two spacious,
bathrooms. At breakfast, campers enter
the new serving space located between
the back of the fireplace and the front of
the new kitchen -- located where the wall
behind the ranges used to be. After taking
(continued on pg. 2)

Ode to Early Music Week
It’s that last turn, the right onto Cornish
Field from West Long Pond Road, where
everything changes. You glimpse a pond
on the left, through the trees; the dirt road
chops along and narrows, and you funnel
down a tight dip that opens into a wooded
dell. Your breath involuntarily deepens
and your nerves stop jangling. Something
nascent begins to stir inside you. You
haven’t felt this way in awhile. Somehow,
while you have been busy connecting with
everything and everyone else on the planet,
you seem to have lost the most important
connection: the connection to yourself.

And now it rushes back at you. The
sign says “Pinewoods” – you read:
“welcome home!”
This is a place of turns. I have to
remember to turn right for the shower
but left for the bookstore. Shall I turn
out toward Round Pond for a quick dip
between classes, or turn in for a brief nap?
Perhaps I’ll turn up for a side-by-side before
dinner. But I don’t want to turn down an
invitation to visit the bookstore, if I do. In
recorder technique, I learn how to turn a
phrase, while in English country dancing I
acquaint myself with the turns of a dance.
(continued on pg. 3)
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Dining Hall/Kitchen now: more space; same spirit
continued from page 1

a tray, utensils, and juice, campers may be served hot food at the
new service window or may help themselves to other cold and
hot foods set out on a buffet table and on the familiar alternatives
cart. Campers may choose beverages from the new counter
located on the pond-side wall of the serving space. Tea service
will also include a cabinet and counter built against the side of
the fireplace, opposite the beverage counter, equipped with the
silver water heater where campers may make individual cups of
tea from their own tea or with tea-bags provided by the camp.
The design of the new serving area alleviates the congestion that
used to occur at the old coffee and tea counter, which had been
hampered by campers coming through the “out” door from the
kitchen. An exterior ramp on the pond-side of the serving area
will provide access for the handicapped, going from the serving
area to the porch. Only campers who have jobs serving breakfast
or assisting with washing dishes will enter the new kitchen.
Placement of food service functions beyond the fireplace, in the
new serving area, frees up space for expanding the seating capacity
of the Dining Hall so that the entire camp can be comfortably
accommodated within the dining room during inclement weather.
The interior of the dining room itself is largely unchanged, so its
appearance will seem familiar to returning campers.

The new kitchen looks very different, though. It has been
completely rebuilt. It provides a safe and comfortable
environment for the kitchen staff to work as they prepare and
serve meals for 150 campers three times a day. The addition also
provides new space for many “back of house” functions for the
kitchen staff and grounds crew, including a covered dock and
entry door for receiving deliveries, storage space for kitchen and
grounds supplies, a crew entrance, storage cubbies, a lavatory for
the crew, a spacious crew room and a kitchen laundry.
In closing I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the members of the Camp Facilities Committee, Executive
Director Judy Savage, Head of Grounds Tony Baker, members
of Pinewoods board, and summer staff -- all have devoted a
great deal of energy, time, and expertise over the past four years,
resulting in the successful completion of the largest project of the
Legacy Campaign. I am especially grateful to Deborah Kruskal
and Mark Ward who worked closely with Judy, Tony and Les
Plimpton during construction. ◆

Warren Anderson
Dining Hall Project Manager, Chair of Camp Facilities Committee,
VP of Pinewoods Board of Directors

Editor's note: Thanks and appreciation to you too, Warren, for your
exceptionally dedicated, attentive work managing the entire project!

Notes from the Director
It has been an exceptionally busy winter this year. We started
with extensive clean up from Tropical Storm Irene, and then moved
immediately on to demolition and construction in the Dining Hall
and kitchen. To accommodate the longer kitchen area, we needed
to move one of the Lads crew cabins – it is now a camper cabin
named Loftus, located between Sleights and the Paris bathrooms.
Lads 4 will now be a crew cabin. Expect some changes in the
Dining Hall. An expanded coffee and brewed tea area, faster
brewing machines, and a self-serve tea service counter will ease
traffic flow. There will be more space for the alternatives cart. A
covered entryway will provide protection from rain for campers'
backpacks and camp logo sales. It will include two new bathrooms
and a bulletin board that (unlike the old one) will not bump your
head when you look at it.
C# Minor and Hudson Barn both fell victim to winter storm
damage from falling trees and branches. Hudson Barn now has
a new roof. We are planning on installing a new emergency
power generator at the water pump, and using the old one as an
emergency back up in C# (just in case it is needed).
Many of the crew from last year will be returning, including
Gillian, Corey, Marissa, Rose, Ruth, Emma, and Lizzy. We are
particularly pleased with the return of Ed Patterson, longtime
Dishwasher, Scottish dancer, and “advisor” to Dining Hall
managers who come and go. We also welcome Craig Chamberlain
and Nigel Little, newcomers to Pinewoods crew.
Tony has been busy restoring kitchen windows, making new
tables, and constructing new recycling bins. He did a great job
repairing Lads 10 after its unfortunate accident last August. It’s now
as good as new.

Sophie has done an excellent job patrolling camp in the
off-season. Much to her delight, the Dining Hall and kitchen
renovation has excavated a number of previously lost soccer
balls. She continues to clear sticks off paths (and sometimes on
paths) and makes a great fuss when she picks up the scent of
any uninvited woodland critters. She is doing an excellent job of
keeping her owner happy. We are both looking forward to seeing
all of you this summer! ◆

Judy Savage

Twenty Tables of Eight
In celebration of our new Dining Hall and its kitchen,
Pinewoods Camp is putting together a commemorative book
honoring the traditions, crews, meals, and history of the
space that has been so important to the camp experience for
the past 90 years. The idea has been a long-time dream of
board member, camper, and former kitchen aide Sarah Pilzer.
Twenty Tables of Eight will contain
a collection of photographs,
favorite recipes, classic menus,
and interviews with some
of the cooks and kitchen
crews who made it all
happen. The book will be
available for purchase
this summer. ◆
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Ode to Early Music Week
continued from page 1

Wherever you turn, at Early Music Week, music fills the air.
Soprano recorders seem to chirp along with the birds. A viol
ensemble sweetens the breeze. The buzzies — crumhorns,
shawms, cornettos, cornamusen, rackets — stop you in your
tracks. Is that a flock of woodpeckers at a dead tree? No,
you realize: it’s the percussion class in Ampleforth. Rhythm,
harmonies, melodies abound and intertwine as you move from
one sound orbit into another. Some think the best music is when
it’s silent — dawn, before the morning wake-up reveille; or night,
wending homeward to your cabin after the evening dance. The
music of stars, framed by tall pine branches, or of water lapping
at the dock below the Camphouse. Or that inescapable tune
which won’t leave you alone. And sometimes you hear the music
but can’t locate it. Is it coming from a pavilion? From your head?
Or has it been picked up by the pines and carried by the wind?
The choices to be made during Early Music Week are a
blessing and a curse. How do you select one class, when
five appeal to you? How do you learn from all those talented
teachers, when you can choose only three classes? Some choices
are a bit less weighty — the Dove bar vs. the HaagenDaz pop.
Well, then again…I guess these aren’t less weighty, are they?
How about your free time? Do you nap, write a postcard, visit
the bookstore, search music or instruments at von Huene’s shop,
or go swimming in Long Pond or Round Pond? Some choices are
made for you — your camp job, when you will eat, and when
you will toot or bow. Whew…thank goodness.
Early Music Week is song, dance, and music-making, set
amidst tall pines and two ponds, a space interlaced with rooted
paths lined with fern and moss, and crowned by an expressive
expanse of sky. Where else can you take up a new instrument
such as the viol, re-acclimate your body to movement and dance,
experiment with loud brass or reeds, attempt a new format such
as recorder orchestra, stretch yourself with technique or solo
instrument classes, or throw yourself into madrigal singing, all
in this kind of a setting? It is the interplay of the planned —
the classes, lectures, morning warm-ups, late afternoon teas,
dances, meals, side-by-sides — and the unplanned — the breeze
blowing that Gabrieli canzone off your music-stand just as you
were gearing up enthusiastically for your entrance, the sudden
downpour as you find yourself on the far side of camp from your
next destination, the sunlight reflected off the water creating
cascading ribbons of shadows that undulate along the tree trunks
lining the ponds — that sets the conditions to foster the unique
and vibrant learning which defines this magical time warp, and
forges this special community. We are implicit conspirators in the
wreck of the rational. The frantic timetable of the ever-pressing

Please Ask Us First
We are grateful for donated items that are in good condition
and fit the unique ambiance of Pinewoods Camp. However
our storage capacity remains limited. We might not be in
need of that particular lamp or blanket you were planning
to give us this year. A call ahead before bringing your item
or items to camp would be much appreciated. We are also
good with plastic hangers for now, so hold off until otherwise
notified. Thanks so much! ◆

◆

schedule, for example, should collide with the unhurried
timelessness of the natural setting. But it doesn’t. Somehow
it works. So we dine, dance, play, swim and laugh, willingly
suspending disbelief. We laugh a quiet joy that fills us, and we
nod knowingly. We know a good thing when we see it.
But alas, all good things end. After we leave camp, there
are no longer right turns. Perhaps that leaves only one thing —
wrong turns. We turn left, most of us left again, and then left
again. This puts us on only one course – back into the World. It
doesn’t take long. You glance into your rear-view mirror and find
a truck bearing down on you with a light-speed pace beyond
accelerando. Terror grips, as adrenaline pours through your veins.
Your eyes widen; your breathing shallows; the sweat breaking
forth upon your brow is no longer from the sun. Instinctively, you
pull off to the side. You brake. You collect yourself. Something
in you wants to make one final turn. 180 degrees. Back to
Pinewoods! But, with the right brain suddenly dormant and the
left brain startling into command, the urge is resisted. Reluctantly,
you pull out and forge ahead, bolstered by the memories, new
friends made, old friends revisited, the tunes and dances… a
bit lighter, and brighter. You set your sights on the road and the
year ahead, hoping it turns out a bit better, for you and for those
you love, because of the restorative experience afforded by Early
Music Week at Pinewoods. ◆

Roger Goldin,
Early Music Week camper, PCI board member

User Groups
Boston Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
c/o Folk Arts Center
10 Franklin St., Stoneham, MA 02180-1862
Lance Ramshaw • Secretary • secretary@rscdsboston.org
www.rscdsboston.org
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
P.O. Box 170987, Boston, MA 02116
Diane Gonzales • President • president@cds-boston.org
781.591.2372 • www.cds-boston.org
Country Dance and Song Society
116 Pleasant Street, Suite 345
Easthampton, MA 01027-2759
Steve Howe • Assistant Director of Programs • camp@cdss.org
413.203.5467 • www.cdss.org
Folk Arts Center of New England
10 Franklin St., Stoneham, MA 02180-1862
Marcie Van Cleave • Executive Director • fac@facone.org
781.438.4387 • www.facone.org
Pinewoods Post
Susan St. Germain • Editor • joyfuldancer@verizon.net
Judy Savage • Director • manager@pinewoods.org
Kim Becker • Design & Layout

Check Our Website
For additional information, 2012 schedule, photos
and past issues of the Post, log onto www.pinewoods.org

