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Changes Ahead for the Changing Rooms
The building where campers change for
swimming, located just south of the beach
along the shore of Long Pond, dates from
the days of “Pine Tree Camp”– the Girl
Scouts camp founded by Helen Storrow.
Built around 1920 from parts of two other
buildings, the structure, according to
David Conant, was probably an icehouse.
In spite of attentive maintenance by Head
of Grounds Tony Baker, the building is now
beyond reasonable repair, and Executive
Director Judy Savage has recommended
that the PCI Board replace the building
during the 2009/10 off-season. Warren
Anderson and Deborah Kruskal, members
of the Camp Facilities Committee, have
prepared a design scheme for the new
structure and are working with Les

Building a Rain Garden at Camp
Katrina Bercaw (2009 Spring Work Weekend Volunteer)

It was nifty to study the flora of camp,

and work on transplanting local plants to
create the new rain garden. We discovered, when we dug, that the first few
inches are mostly organic matter, whereas from then on it is sand and clay, with
negligible organic matter. So of course
the plants' roots grow long and sideways.
I learned to reach along and ease them
out, rather than digging down.

The garden, up the green by the Dining
Hall, is designed as a catchment basin to
absorb water runoff so it doesn't create
gullies and erosion, and so it is maximally filtered before going into Long Pond.
We dug down about 18 inches, building
a berm of the subsoil and adding wellrotted wood chips to supplement the
topsoil. Then we planted wild highbush
blueberry (Vaccinium), inkberry (Ilex
glabra), sweet pepperbush (Clethra),
Solomon's Seal (Polygonatum), plus
some violets, wild sweet pea and wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens). Being
transplanted is probably not easy for

the woods dwelling plants, but, if they can
make it through the first season, the garden
should come into its own and grace us with
both beauty and functionality. Kudos to Judy
Savage for the idea, and the many campers
who put their backs into digging and planting -- especially the kids, Liz and Ben. We
sang to move the work along!

Spring 2009 Work Weekend volunteers Noel Hess,
Katrina Bercaw, Jim Greavey, Chris Reynolds,
Liz Anderson, and Janet Anderson working on our
new rain garden. Photo by Ann Cowan

Pinewoods would not be able to

accomplish all the many tasks of
opening and closing camp without
our many volunteers. Our heartfelt
thanks once again go out to the
following folks who so generously
gave us their time and efforts this
past year.
Linda Nelson
Liz Levin
Jean Poole
Barbara Morrison
Warren Anderson
Hal Wagner
Tina Stoner
Karl Goedecke
Bethany Waickman
Neil McMullen
Christine Weaver
Noel Hess
Katrina Bercaw
Sam Howe
Daniel Friedman
Meghan Murray

Elgie Ginsberg
Ann Cowan
Chris Reynolds
Jim Greavey
John Kelsey
Laura Stern
Michael Vomacka
Ken Launie
Ed Patterson
Janet, Liz and
Ben Anderson
Al Molendijk
Lewis and Eli Dalvin
Charlie Lindner
Jane Finlay
Margaret Youngberg

Plimpton of Scorpio Craftsman, builder
of the new Ampleforth, on a construction
budget and schedule, with the expectation
that the project will be complete by next
summer.
Unlike the existing changing rooms, the
interior of the new building will be light
and airy, utilizing screen walls, rather than
doors and windows, to provide privacy
for campers. One proposed design would
include a deck above the changing rooms,
similar in treatment to several boathouses in
the area, which would provide an elevated,
intimate, and tree-shrouded space for sitting
and looking over Long Pond. A bridge could
provide access to the deck, from the area
of camp next to the bookstore. We again
thank our Legacy Campaign donors, whose

Photo by Tony Baker

generosity brings Pinewoods to its second
century in the rustic and environmentally
thoughtful style that marked its first. ◆
Warren Anderson

The PCI Archives - What's New
About What's Old

Pinewoods has amassed a large
collection of documents and photographs,
dating from the 1920s when Helen Storrow
formed Pine Tree Camp for Girl Scout
leadership training, continuing through
the thirty years of Pinewoods’ ownership
and operation by the Conant family, to
its purchase in 1975 by the nonprofit
organization Pinewoods Camp Inc., all the
way to the present day.
Starting in the 1970s and continuing
faithfully for many years, Ed Wilfert
collected and organized documents and
photos as self-designated archivist for the

PCI records. The majority of these records
are paper-based, so they have been in
less than ideal conditions in the wooded
environs of Pinewoods Camp.

The Country Dance and Song Society
(CDSS) has been safeguarding their
important records in the Archive at the
University of New Hampshire (UNH) for
the past several years, and recently the PCI
board decided to follow suit. One major
advantage, of course, is the convenience of
having both collections in the same place
for comprehensive access.

Over the past several summers, and
especially in 2009, archivist and ex-PCI
Board member Cecily Pilzer, ably assisted
this summer by staff/crew member Amy
Roberson, spent significant time reviewing
and organizing records in preparation
for their transfer to the UNH Archive.
Cecily created new notebooks for each
User Group, dating back to 1981. These
notebooks, color-coded by user group
for easy identification, will stay in the
Camphouse along with the familiar white
notebooks that Ed Wilfert created back in
the 1980s.
(continued on pg. 3)
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Dear Reader:
If you are so inclined as to write to me on the subject of
Pinewoods, I encourage you, with all my heart. Share your
ideas, your memories, your delights, your observations.
Mayhap, brighten the pages of the Pinewoods Post.
Your faithful editor,
Susan St. Germain
e-mail: joyfuldancer@verizon.net

User Groups
Boston Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
c/o Folk Arts Center
42 W. Foster St. • Melrose, MA 02176
Lance Ramshaw • Secretary • secretary@rscdsboston.org
www.rscdsboston.org
Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
P.M.B. 282, 1770 Mass Ave. • Cambridge, MA 02140
Judy Erickson • President • president@cds-boston.org
781.662.6710 • www.cds-boston.org
Country Dance and Song Society
132 Main St., PO Box 338
Haydenville, MA 01039-0338
Steve Howe • Assistant Director of Programs • camp@cdss.org
413.268.7426 X102 • www.cdss.org
Folk Arts Center of New England
42 W. Foster St. • Melrose, MA 02176
Marcie Van Cleave • Executive Director • fac@facone.org
781.662.7475 • www.facone.org
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In Memoriam

Christine Krehbiel Helwig, a former vice president and

president of the board of directors of Pinewoods Camp
Inc., passed away peacefully on March 20th, 2009, at the
age of 95. Her long list of accomplishments includes many
years of distinguished and exemplary public service in
Westchester County, New York, where she and her husband Ed Helwig lived for 60 years. She is remembered with
great affection and appreciation.
There were many facets to Christine. Beyond those mentioned here, many more are recorded in the beautiful tribute written by Marshall Barron and published in the CDSS
News, Summer 2009.
No matter what the task, Christine worked tirelessly, shaping it, shepherding it through, graciously encouraging others to participate and to work with her, to achieve the best
possible outcome. Her work on behalf of PCI is just one
example of this wonderful dedication.
After the death of Pinewoods owner-manager Lily Roberts
Conant, a critical period when the future of Pinewoods
Camp was somewhat uncertain, Christine, along with
several other notable leaders and visionaries, determined
that sufficient money should and could be raised, both to
buy the camp and to provide for its continuation. She was
instrumental in creating the non-profit corporation (PCI) to
manage it and care for the property. Using her considerable
talents in persuasion and tact, Christine worked determinedly at this goal. She wrote many hundreds of personal
letters, encouraging and ever-so-graciously pushing people
to respond and meet the challenges. Her vision, skill and
determination helped bring about the purchase of
Pinewoods Camp, and helped establish firm foundations
for the fledgling non-profit management company,
Pinewoods Camp, Inc. (PCI).

There was so much rain this year, especially during opening
of camp! In late May we noticed that a hermit thrush had built
her nest right on the path in front of Mary and Dorothy. While
both parents carefully guarded their four perfect blue-green
eggs, our crew carefully tiptoed between Camphouse and
Dining Hall as they opened camp. The baby birds hatched in
early June, surviving rain and wind -- looking much warmer
than we did a lot of the time! They were ready to fledge by
First Weekend, but we were worried that all the additional
activity would frighten their parents away too soon. So we put a
yellow caution sign on the path in front of the nest, and told our
campers during announcements to be very careful and quiet
when passing by. Two of the young birds fledged that Saturday,
the other two on Sunday. We usually only hear the hermit
thrush in June, as they often depart with the arrival of campers.
This year they stayed all summer. The best time to hear them
was at dusk and daybreak, in the wood to the left of C# Minor.
In June, more than 85 people attended our Community
Celebration and Dance. In grand style, our neighbors and
friends helped us celebrate Pinewoods Camp’s nomination
to the National Historic Register, and helped us inaugurate

The PCI Archives - What's
New About What's Old (cont.)
Before the end of this year, about 15 boxes (>22,500 records)
will be hand-delivered to UNH for entry into their Archive. A
duplicate of the inventory in each box will be available at Camp
should we need to find specific subjects.
This is an exciting time in the Pinewoods community.
Capturing these components in a way that is non-intrusive and
appropriate is an important part of both our immediate Pinewoods
experience and our long-term record. ◆

Camp, the 2010 Camp schedule and past editions of
Photo by David Green

It kept raining, but that didn’t seem to dampen anyone’s
spirits. Camp attendance was at an all-time high, with lots of
young folks and new folks in the mix. Twenty-seven individuals
took advantage of the New Generation Initiative scholarships,
and all of them said they would like to return to camp in the
future.
The rebuilt Ampleforth and the new plantings in the Square
were a great success. Many people took advantage of this year’s
addition of benches around the Camp Store – they were able to
sit comfortably, while eating their Dove bars and watching the
whirlwind of activity around the Camphouse and Ampleforth.
Many also took a quiet moment to sit on Marianne Taylor’s
bench, overlooking Round Pond, to remember her and to
appreciate all the ways in which her spirit is still infused in
Pinewoods.
I’m happy to report that it finally did stop raining.
Thank you all for heeding our departure time plea. Every
single session was out of camp pretty close to the 10:00 A.M.
departure time. It made a huge difference for the Pinewoods
crew, enabling them to get camp ready for the next group on
schedule. We are, as always, grateful to all of you for your
ongoing support and enthusiasm.

And as for an update of what is currently happening here yesterday I found half a dozen turkeys wandering around C#
Minor. I shooed them away. They would make lousy Morris
dancers.◆
Judy Savage

Photo by Tony Baker

Our website offers many more photos of Pinewoods

the new Ampleforth for the upcoming season. Special thanks
go to Marcie Van Cleave, Hank Chapin and Peggy Conant for
working with us as terrific dance leaders and concert planners.

We are already busy making repairs and planning new
projects for next summer’s season. Your support of our 2010
Annual Appeal will enable us to help protect and preserve this
unique and special place in the woods, as well as to make
much needed improvements when necessary. Thank you for
holding this place in your hearts and for being part of this very
special community.

Susan St.Germain

Check Our Website

◆

Notes From the Director

And look at us now… thank you, Christine!

Pinewoods Post
Susan St. Germain • Editor • joyfuldancer@verizon.net
Judy Savage • Director • manager@pinewoods.org
Jan Elliott • Proofreading & Copy Editing
Kim Becker • Design & Layout

the Post. Log onto www.pinewoods.org.
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Jackie Algon

Annual Appeal
If it hasn’t arrived already, you will soon be receiving the
Pinewoods Camp Annual Appeal letter. Your generosity
in the past few years has enabled us to put camp on
increasingly secure financial footing. This season we have
been able to replace Ampleforth and upgrade the Square.
Next year we are planning on new Camphouse decking
and a new changing room. In the near future, we plan to
upgrade and expand the kitchen. We take our stewardship
of this special place very seriously, as you do. Keeping
Pinewoods safe and secure here in the wood, untouched
by development and time, requires a community of
caretakers. As a part of this community, please support us
as generously as you can. ◆

